Competitive disadvantage for industrial electricity consumers confirmed

Brussels, 7 March 2018 – For the 6th consecutive year Deloitte has compared for Febeliec the electricity
prices for industrial consumers in Belgium with those in our neighbour countries. Again, our industry
appears having to cope with a significant competitive disadvantage: in 2018 it pays 10,5 to 34% more for
electricity than the average of the countries analysed. The solution? An energy norm! Febeliec insists
authorities finally get on it.

Our industry still has to face higher electricity prices compared to its competitors in neighbouring countries.
The disadvantage varied slightly during the last years, but stayed unacceptably high. For 2018 and depending
on offtake volumes and -profile and the location, the Deloitte analysis showed an extra cost of 10,5 to 34%
for the largest industrial consumers. This comes down to several millions of euros. Belgian industry as a whole
has to pay several hundreds of millions of euros extra! This weighs heavily on industrial development,
profitability and jobs in our companies.

“Energy costs and security of supply weigh heavily on the viability of our industrial activities and our chances
of attracting new projects and associated jobs to our sites”, states Peter Claes, Director of Febeliec. “We call
upon the governments of this country to finalise a credible and balanced energy pact, which aims at security
of supply and competitive energy prices, alongside climate objectives. This implies that the pact offers
transparency on the costs and on who will pay for them, as well as specific measures in order to protect
energy intensive industry”.

Contact: Thérèse van Bellinghen (Op de Beeck & Partners) - 0475/47.82.33 - therese@opdebeeck-partners.be

Febeliec represents industrial energy consumers in Belgium. It strives for competitive prices for electricity and natural gas for
industrial activities in Belgium, and for an increased security of energy supply. Febeliec has as members 7 business associations
(chemistry and life sciences, glass, pulp & paper, mining, textiles and wood processing, brick, construction materials) and 28
companies (Air Liquide, Air Products, Aperam, ArcelorMittal, Aurubis Belgium, BASF Antwerpen, Bekaert, Borealis, Covestro, Dow
Belgium, Evonik Antwerpen, Glaxosmithkline, Ineos, Infrabel, Inovyn Belgium, Lanxess, NLMK Belgium, Nyrstar Belgium, Oleon,
Praxair, Sol, Tessenderlo Group, Thy-Marcinelle, Total Petrochemicals & Refining, Umicore, Unilin, Vynova and Yara). Together they
represent over 80% of industrial electricity and natural gas consumption in Belgium and some 230.000 industrial jobs.

