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Wathelet Plan to solve electricity shortages leads to unnecessary 

cost increases 

Choice for gas powered plants too expensive and jeopardy for development 
of cheaper new technology 

  
Brussels, July 6, 2013. The starting point of the Wathelet Plan that was approved yesterday by the 
“kern”, is an energy shortage until 2018. The solutions proposed by the State Secretary include the 
construction of 2 new gas powered plants, representing an investment of some 400 million euros 
each. Febeliec, the association of industrial energy consumers, wonders why the State Secretary 
plans such a huge expenditure to absorb a possible shortage during 10 to 40 hours a year. “This is like 
taking a sledgehammer to crack a walnut”, says Peter Claes, Director at Febeliec. “It is worrying that 
the State Secretary proposes to subsidize gas powered plants that will make electricity even more 
expensive in Belgium, compared to our neighbouring countries. Earlier this year, a study by Deloitte 
showed that Belgian industry already now has to face a competitive disadvantage of 12 to 45% 
compared to our neighbours. Other, cheaper and more future oriented solutions exist.” 
 
Alternatives for gas powered plants 
Febeliec points out several other possibilities to assure electricity supply. Peter Claes: "The industry 
could reduce its energy consumption during peak moments, in order to avoid shortages. A temporary 
shortage during some dozens of hours a year can easily be compensated for if large industrial 
consumers reduce their consumption a little. Thanks to this effort of industry, organized in 
concertation with the companies, everybody would be able to continue to use his electrical appliances 
at home without a problem." 
  
Another alternative could be to invest in more import capacity, as is already the case with the BRABO 
project in the Antwerp port. This project improves European market functioning and contributes to 
security of supply of our country. Putting an end to excessive subsidies for renewable power (which 
is not always available), putting at the disposal of grid operator Elia a generation plant for emergency 
situations and stimulating the development of affordable solutions for electricity storage, are some 
of the other possibilities.  
  
Subsidies hinder the development of alternative solutions 
Febeliec is also concerned about market distortions that would be the consequence of the huge 
subsidies for gas powered plants. “By supporting new plants, nobody will invest spontaneously 
anymore; everyone will wait for public guarantees. This is the end of the free market for investments. 
Moreover, it would create unfair competition to all those who have invested themselves in gas 
powered plants, without subsidies or guarantees”, says Peter Claes. “This hinders the development of 
cheaper, innovative solutions, that are more aligned with the future market functioning. 
Consequences for end users are very detrimental. These new solutions are exactly what we need. But 
the State Secretary discourages their development. This will jeopardize long term security of supply.” 
Febeliec is therefore afraid that the State Secretary will reach in the long term the opposite effect of 
what he is aiming for, i.e. to assure the security of electricity supply.  
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About Febeliec  
Febeliec represents industrial energy consumers in Belgium. It strives for competitive prices for electricity and natural gas for 
industrial activities in Belgium, and for an increased security of energy supply. Febeliec has as members 7 business 
associations (chemistry and life sciences, steel, glass, pulp & paper, cement, mining, textiles and wood processing) and 24 
companies (Air Liquide, Air Products, Aperam, ArcelorMittal, Aurubis Belgium, BASF Antwerpen, Bayer Antwerpen, Bekaert, 
Borealis Polymers, Dow Belgium, Evonik Degussa Antwerpen, Infrabel, Ineos, Lanxess, NLMK Belgium, Nyrstar Belgium, 
Praxair, Sol, Solvay, Tessenderlo Chemie, Total Petrochemicals & Refining, Umicore, Unilin and Yara). Together they 
represent over 80% of industrial electricity and natural gas consumption in Belgium and some 230.000 industrial jobs. 

 
  
  
  


